
 
Our Curriculum



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Reception

Whilst they are learning the Phase 2 and 3 sounds, they will learn one per 
day and then review them on a Friday. 

Once they have been taught the sounds they will consolidate their learning 
and begin to read and write longer words, in short sentences. (Phase 4)

The children can use these sounds to write phonetically plausible words. 

 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Year One

The children will apply their prior knowledge and begin to 
learn the alternative sounds of Phase 5. 

They will have a Phonics Screening at the beginning of the 
summer term. 

Year Two

The children will begin the year, reviewing the phase 5 sounds 
and then, when ready they will move onto spelling rules. 

 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Blending to read words



Teaching order 



Supporting your child with phonics

Video

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Tricky words 

Video

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


•Say the word.

•Segment the sounds.

•Count the sounds.

•Write them down.

Spelling



READING SQUAD

Reading practice sessions are: 

•3x per week with the same book

•Decode – Prosody - Comprehension

•Taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

•Groups of 6

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

Children will have wordless books, whilst 
they are exposed to the first set  of 
sounds and begin to blend to read. 

• When they have a book with words, 
they should know all the sounds and 
tricky words in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading at home

Video

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Books going home



•The book that they bring home is a 
celebration!

• It is good for your children to read 
the same book multiple times.

•Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

When your child reads the phonics book…



• Children will receive a stamp in their book if they have read 3x that 
week. 

• Make sure that you write a comment and sign to say that they have 
read 3 times. 

• Record every time they read to you or share a book with you. Let 
grandparents, aunts and uncles sign their record too! Celebrate 
every reading encounter. 

• After 10 GREEN stamps, they will receive a ‘Reading Bear’ to read 
their books to. 

• They then begin again collecting 10 more stamps to receive a 
picture book of their own from our vending machine. 

• Finally they collect 10 more stamps and are invited to a ‘Teddy Bears 
Picnic’ with a story teller. 

Reading Incentive



Help develop the love of reading:

• Incorporate reading in your daily routine (Bedtime)

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Show the children that you enjoy reading. 

• Be a role model and show the children that you 
enjoy reading. 

• Discuss print in the environment and help them to 
understand that it carries meaning. 

You read the shared book…





Later on in the year, we will be inviting you in to read with the children 
each Friday morning, for around 20 minutes. This really helps children to 
develop the love of reading. 

One of the greatest 

gifts adults can give 

is to read to children 

Carl Sagan



By the end of Reception your child should be able to 
write a short sentence or caption using their phonic 
knowledge. 

Their knowledge will grow throughout the year and 
we will share this information with you at each half 
term. 

You can use the Focus Map to support your child’s 
learning and continue it at home. 

Writing



Mathematics plays a key role in a child’s development, it helps young children make 
sense of the world around them, interpret situations, and solve problems in everyday 
life.  

In the Early Years, children need to have a deep understanding of number and patterns 
to build the foundations for succeeding in their later years. It is important that children 
develop positive attitudes towards maths, ‘have a go’, and not be afraid to make 
mistakes. 

Maths



We use Mastery in Number to support our teaching. Mastery in Number 
aims to develop a solid understanding of number so that children leave 
KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence and flexibility with 
number, as well as Shape, Space and Measure. 

Children will engage in short adult-led inputs and will then practise the 
skills taught within their play. 

These sessions will be 10 to 15 minutes designed to ensure that pupils 
develop fluency with, and understanding of, number that is crucial to 
future success in maths. 

Maths in Reception



As maths is all around us, we ensure that we highlight the maths within our 
daily routines and make time for mathematical discussions. For example: 

• During registration
• Looking at our class calendar
• Story time 
• Snack time
• In play

Maths in Reception



The children continue using Mastery in Number throughout the school, 
building on what they know in a systematic approach.  

Maths in KS1 and KS2 



Subitising is the ability to recognise how many objects are in a small set 
without counting. Subitising helps children to see, solve and manipulate 
numbers in their head.  

What do you notice?

What do you see? 

How do you see it? 

Subitising is essential!



Games!

Games are vital for children’s mathematical development.

In Reception, we have “Star of the Week” bags. When your child achieves 
this award, they will get to take home a bag of games to enjoy over the 
weekend with you. Please take photos/write any comments about the fun 
you have had at home and your child will then have the chance to share 
what they did with the rest of the class. 

Please take care of the games and bring them back on Monday. 

Maths at home



Stories

Picture books can be a powerful tool for engaging children with maths 
concepts. 

Maths at home



Maths is everywhere!

Use any opportunities to talk about maths and encourage problem solving. 

For example:

• setting the dinner table
• sharing out treats
• tidy up time - how many toys can you put away in 1 minute? 
• baking 
• going for a walk 
• using a calendar together - how many days left until… 

Maths at home




